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Develop and refine written methods for
addition, building on mental methods

Informal written methods
Use pencil and paper methods to support, record or explain
calculations, achieving consistent accuracy.
Discuss, explain and compare methods.

Where calculations are set out in columns, know that units
should line up under units, tens under tens, and so on…

HTU + TU, then HTU + HTU
Do this crossing the tens boundary, or the hundreds boundary,
or both. For example:

A: adding the most significant digits first
625 783 367 205

+  48 +  42 +  85 + 176
600 700 300 300 ]
 60 120 140  70 ] add mentally
 13   5  12  11 ] from top
673 825 452 381

B: compensation (add too much, take off)
 754

+   86
 854  (754 + 100)
 –14  (86 – 100)
 840

Standard written methods
Develop an efficient standard method that can be applied
generally. For example:

C: adding the least significant digits, preparing for ‘carrying’

358
+  73

 11 leading to ‘carrying’ below the line
120 625 783 367
300       +  48 +  42  +  85
431 673 825 452

 1 1 1 1

Using similar methods, add several numbers with different
numbers of digits. For example, find the total of:

83,  256,  4,  57.

Extend to decimals
Using methods similar to those above, begin to add two or
more three-digit sums of money, with or without adjustment
from the pence to the pounds. Know that decimal points
should line up under each other, particularly when adding or
subtracting mixed amounts such as £3.59 ± 78p.
For example:

£4.21 + £3.87
£2.24 + £5.23 + £1.36


